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HIS BIRTH

Captain Pierce was boifTon'i"^WjSSw rfiL^r.. * e i Captain Pierce wns borh'on: He recM'.Sifc ''«bigableve^-
USa JSSu' Afr° U« '877' * Chiltonville.. , sel» Cor.McKay o&rovince-
bert F^«L2SS^ ^f-"* a« heiSht «*& !?ow'̂ ^^^Captainmc-
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~.» r^t "< "-•in xiteraaire. in

. .1989, Captain AJF. "Allie"
Pierce* 92 years of Plymouth,
is one of the fes^jof the old-
time shell backs that sailed be- '
fore the mast. He has written

&mw&m8isaxy compiled largelyfrom
"leuior; and oial tradition and

;has preserved anecdotes in lo-
>•> •••••. ; cal history that might easily

have been forgotten orperhaps
.never remembered. Men like
hiiri wHI never be seen again.
He is one of the last rem
nants of the outline sailors
who have been shouldered into
history by the less rugged ways
of the modern world they helped
to create. Each year, the ranks
of those who followed the sea
to the tradition of Melville's
Ahan, ishmael, and Queegues
of Moby Dick fame or Richard
Henry Dana, author of Two
Years Before the Mast, dwin
dles. We are therefore most
fortunate to have among us
still, ui this historically unique-
environment of Plvmouth, a
seaman who is, to a great ex
tern, a part of Plymouth's ma-
time past and whose "history

*W add to the preservingmuch
of the area's !:••••.

: "

rigged shipsVsti'^-recomihated
the maritime' Sjci.e and steam
had not yet.replaced the winds

"and sea currents as the major
means of seafaring locomotion.
He went tosea while still Very
young and spent only one slim
merashore before hewas mjir-
ried in 19f3. At-twenty,'.he was
tiie skipper of the sloop Gladys

•Lee. He has..ri<St onlvteen-'the',
master of. numerous vessies
but has built ships for 75 yeats
which have.saiied from Scituate
to the Cape arid as fa'r"w£st
as the Connecticut River.''He
remember? ••trawling in .the
spring until the first of May
and then setting nets for mack
erel in summer. His clear mind
is filled with seafaring lore of
which the following are exam-'
Pies:

,

jjin Rocks on the Grand Banks,
:~the. Cor. '.Kay slippccKher
; anchor in a niigiity galeandjvvas
• lost without., a trace (except
j her mooring buoys) of the .25

ProYincetown- men aboard. He
/toki ther'dtoryM'GapBin W'ads-
^^rtii-ou?of-Duxbur-y,.'Ja.J,ai-d'. .
bitten saflor." His-wife was
aboard his ;sbip arid about to.
give birtJiMo-a child when the
ship wag becalmed in the In
dian Oc^n.aiid could not reach

sport. A-'.sprjywas born, aptly
: named Seaborn Wadsworth, and
; the mother died in childbirth,
; Desiring,to.-bury his wife in
. ihe soil ofher native Duxbury,

Capt. Wadswprtir' placed her
body in a cask pf brandy and
scr preserve?)' her as to avoid
necessity of a sea burial. How
ever, quite /naturally, Wads-
worth did not respond In exact-
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